Ill
PRESS STATEMENT
On the eve of his departure for Shrirampur Gandhiji issued
the following statement to the Press:
I find myself in the midst of exaggeration and falsity.
I am unable to discover the truth. There is terrible mutual
distrust. Oldest friendships have . snapped,' Truth and
ahimsa by which I swear, and which have to my, knowledge
sustained me for sixty years, seem to fail to show the attri-
butes I have ascribed to them,                                      ,
To test them, o*r better, to test myself, I am going to
a village called Shrirampur, cutting myself away from those
who have been with me all these years, and who have made
life easy for me. I am taking Prof. Nirmal Kumar Bose as
my Bengali teacher and interpreter and Shri Parsuram, who
has been my most devoted, selfless and silent stenographer.
The other workers, whom I have, brought with me will
'each distribute themselves in other villages of Noakhali to
do the work of peace, if it is at all possible, between the
two communities. They are, unfortunately, all non-Ben-
galis -except little Abha. They will, therefore, be accom-
panied by one Bengali worker each as teacher and
interpreter, even like Prof. N; K. Bose will be to me.
Distribution work and selection work will be done by
Sri Satish Chandra Dasgupte of the Khatji Pratisthan. My
ideal is to livQ in a local Muslim League family, but I see
that I must not wait for that happy day. I must meanwhile
establish such contacts with the Muslims as I can in their
own villages. My suggestion to the League Ministers is
that they should give me one honest and brave'Muslim to
accompany one equally honest and brave Hindu for each
affected village. They should guarantee at the cost of their
lives if need be, the safety of the returning Hindu refugees.
I am sorry to have to confess that without some such thing
it seems to me difficult to induce them to return to their
villages.
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